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THE SOUTH SUDAN WE WANT

WOMEN’S CALL FOR ACTION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PEACE AGREEMENT

A National Women'’s Dialogue ‘The South Sudan We Want’, held in Juba on 24-25 November 2015, brought
together 480 participants from across South Sudan’s ten states. The dialogue presented South Sudanese
women with an opportunity to exchange views and build bridges across ethnic, religious and political lines
with a view to uniting and amplifying their voices in the process of implementation of the Agreement on the
Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan. Represented at the Dialogue were women’s
organisations and networks, faith and community based organisations, the national and state governments,
the diplomatic community and United Nations agencies.

1.

South Sudanese women have suffered gross violations of their human rights including killings, sexual
and gender based violence, displacement, destruction of property, disruption of social services and
loss of livelihoods. Schools and health services have been disrupted by the conflict which broke out
15t December, 2013. Further, there has been recruitment of children into armed forces/groups.

In search of sustainable peace, women participated in several capacities in the IGAD and IGAD+ peace
process to ensure that women'’s perspectives were incorporated in the outcome document - The
Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict of the Republic of South Sudan. Women had been
acknowledged in this documents as stakeholders/adherents to the agreement, however women’s
participation in the implementation and monitoring structures have not been aligned with the 25%
affirmative action quota in South Sudan’s Interim Constitution.

We Welcome the agreement reached and are fully committed as stakeholders to the full
implementation of the Peace Agreement in its totality, and to working with the parties to ensure
sustainability of peace in South Sudan.

The parties to the Agreement committed themselves to the following:

» Restoration of peace security and stability in South Sudan and to promote national
healing and reconciliation

» Protection, dignified and voluntary reintegration, repatriation, resettlement and

rehabilitation of IDPs and returnees

Combating impunity and promoting accountability

Building an inclusive democratic society with respect for the rule of law

Ending the culture of violence as a means of resolving conflicts and promoting the

culture of peace and dialogue

» Prudent management and equitable sharing of natural and national wealth and
resources of South Sudan for the promotion of the quality of life of all citizens
without discrimination on grounds of gender, religion, political affiliation, ethnicity
and language.

Y ¥V

We recognise that a majority of the actions which should have been taken within the 3-month pre-
transition period have not been implemented. We therefore demand that all the actions outlined in
the agreement be implemented without further delay. In addition to the detailed implementation
plan that we have developed, we call upon the parties to:

» Call upon all women of South Sudan to unite for the implementation of the
Agreement of the Resolution of the Conflict of the Republic of South Sudan.



> Toinitiate a process of promoting cohesion, investigating and prosecuting persons
responsible for instigating division and hate among citizens.

> Ensure that the safety, security and livelihood concerns of women are addressed
during the implementation process and include gender responsive defence and
security strategies and policies. ‘

»  We affirm that 25% affirmative action within the transitional constitution must
apply across the board in the implementation of the agreement where quotas are
not specified.

» Ensure that the relocation of Armed forces from Juba, Malakal, Bor and Bentiu to
designated areas outside the cities include their families.

> Reiterate the need for immediate demobilization, reintegration and rehabilitation of
women and children associated with armed forces/groups as well as reparations.

> We call on the parties to immediately develop national and state implementation
plans with clear strategies, timelines and responsibilities.

> We appreciate the work of the Women'’s Bloc during the peace process and now call
on the parties and signatories to the agreement to ensure that representation and
inclusion of women as stipulated in the agreement should be made in consultation
with the women of South Sudan as a constituency.

» The spirit and letter of the peace agreement regarding women'’s empowerment and
equality must be integrated in the permanent constitution and institutions created
thereby.

» While we recognize that citizens, particularly women must understand the
agreement, their responsibilities and need to demand accountability for its
implementation. Therefore, resources must be provided by government and
guarantors to the agreement for this purpose.

6. Finally, we recommend that qualified women be identified to take up the positions stipulated in the
agreement based on an established criteria and in consultation with women,

Recommendations to;
To the parties

President H.E. Salva Kiir Mayardit
H.E. Dr. Riek Machar Teny
Former Detainees

Political Parties of South Sudan

To the Guarantors

IGAD Heads of States and Government

African Union high level {adhoc committee for South Sudan)
International Partners

To Stakeholders:
CS0’s Faith based and Women's Bloc of South Sudan
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